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The relevance of higher education means :

« being politically responsive : higher education does
not fulfil its role when it neglects its function of being
watchful and awakening minds, or fails to analyse social
issues;

s being responsive to the world of work : it is vital that
higher education should gear itself to changes in the world
of work without sacrificing its own identity and priorities,
which concern the long-term needs of society;

s being responsive to other levels of the education
system : the initial training to teachers and many social
workers is, with few exceptions, the task of higher




education. The priorities of university research should also
include analysis and evaluation of the different levels of the
education system, in close relationship with the world of
work (without however subordinating itself to it) and with a
genuine social project;

e being responsive to culture and cultures : culture is
not a given, but is constructed in space and time. Higher
education should help to construct culture in its universal
dimension and should accordingly be responsive to the
diversity of cultures;

« beingresponsiveto all : appropriate strategies should
be implemented to increase the participation of
disadvantaged groups, notably women;

« being responsive everywhere and all the time : the
promotion of lifelong education calls for greater flexibility
and greater diversification of training provision in higher
education;

e« being responsive to students and teachers
institutions of higher education should be conceived and
managed not as mere ftraining establishments but as
educational facilities, implying better management of
teaching careers and the active participation of students
not only in teaching activities but also in the management
and life of institutions of higher education.
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